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Foreword 

THE  HISTORY  of  the  first  Baptist  church  in  North  Carolina's  Capital  City  is  a 
saga  of  sacrifice,  suffering  and  service  which  deeply  moves  and  motivates  those  of  us 
here  today  and  those  arriving  tomorrow. 

Throughout  its  distinguished  heritage,  First  Baptist  Church  has  been  a  faithful 
"Keeper  of  the  Dream" — God's  dream  of  redeeming  humanity  through  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ! 

This  booklet  is  a  supplement  to  the  sesquicentennial  history  written  and 
distributed  in  1962  at  the  occasion  of  that  celebration.  While  focusing  attention 
upon  the  last  25  years,  one  of  the  most  significant  quarter-centuries  in  the  life  of  the 
church,  it  was  necessary  and  deemed  wise  to  summarize  the  first  150  years  of  the 
church's  history  in  this  document  because  there  are  no  more  copies  of  the  ses- 
quicentennial history  available  for  distribution. 

This  history  is  one  project  among  many  in  our  celebration  of  the  175th  anniver- 
sary of  the  church  and  the  retirement  of  our  beloved  pastor,  John  M.  Lewis,  who 
has  served  all  of  this  past  quarter  of  a  century  and  who  holds  the  longest  pastorate  in 
the  175  years  of  the  church.  Many  activities  and  events  have  been  planned  for  the 
week  of  March  8-14,  1987,  to  focus  attention  upon  this  significant  milestone  in  the 
life  of  the  second  oldest  congregation  of  any  Christian  faith  in  Raleigh. 

It  would  be  unwise,  as  it  is  impossible,  to  attempt  to  name  and  express  apprecia- 
tion to  the  many  members  and  friends  of  the  church  who  have  contributed  to  the 
planning,  details  and  execution  of  this  week  of  celebration  of  our  175  years  of 
witness  and  ministry.  To  each  who  has  made  a  contribution  of  time,  energy,  talent, 
prayer  and  concern  to  make  this  celebration  a  success,  I  offer  my  sincerest  words  of 
appreciation  and  gratitude.  Without  you,  this  milestone  could  not  be  marked  ap- 
propriately in  the  joyful  and  significant  manner  which  we  fully  believe  it  deserves. 

We  are  frequently  reminded  that  the  past  is  prologue.  While  we  pause  to 
remember  175  years  of  spiritual  pilgrimage  of  this  congregation,  we  also  address  the 
future  with  hope  and  optimism — a  sense  of  mission  yet  to  be  completed.  The  intent 
of  this  celebration  is  best  expressed  in  the  well-known  words  of  George  W.  Truett, 
one  of  Southern  Baptists'  most  illustrious  ministers  and  a  native  son  of  North 
Carolina,  "Hats  off  to  the  past;  coats  off  to  the  future." 


Ivie  L.  Clayton,  chairman 
The  175th  Anniversary  Committee 


From  the  Pastor 

Faith  Is  the  Victory 

Someone  has  suggested  that  the  word  "history"  should  be  written  as 
"His-Story,"  to  remind  us  that  God  is  the  Lord  of  Life,  of  all  peoples  and  all  na- 
tions. Surely  the  life  of  a  congregation  is  "His-Story" — the  record  of  God's  will  and 
purpose  being  realized  through  our  faithful  stewardship  of  the  gospel. 

As  we  look  back  over  the  last  25  years,  we  recall  with  humble  gratitude  the 
faithfulness  of  our  membership  in  obedience  to  the  Great  Commission.  That 
faithfulness  has  shown  itself  through  increased  gifts  to  missions,  the  construction  of 
more  adequate  facilities,  an  enlarged  and  capable  staff,  and  many  new  programs 
and  ministries  for  all  age  groups. 

We  have  had  a  steady  stream  of  new  members  to  join  with  us  in  joyful  service  to 
God  and  others.  Our  building  has  been  used  in  a  wide  variety  of  ways  by  many 
groups  in  the  community  and  the  Baptist  State  Convention.  From  time  to  time, 
special  worship  services  have  strengthened  the  spiritual  life  of  all  of  us.  We  have  pro- 
vided substantial  leadership  in  the  Raleigh  Baptist  Association  and  in  the  state  and 
national  conventions. 

One  of  our  finest  contributions  has  been  providing  the  leadership  for  the 
establishment  of  a  new,  vigorous  and  strategic  church  in  Northwest  Raleigh. 

And  we  remember  with  loving  affection  the  inspiring  example  of  devotion  by 
those  whom  God  has  called  from  our  midst  along  the  way. 

All  in  all,  it  is  a  thrilling  story — His-Story!  As  you  read  this  update  of  our  history, 
we  pray  that  you  will  feel  a  part  of  this  pilgrimage  of  faith  and  service  as  your  life 
adds  to  the  story  your  own  devotion  and  commitment  to  God's  work  placed  in  our 
hands. 

The  church  is  stronger  in  every  way  than  before  in  its  long,  honorable  and  faithful 
commitment  to  our  Baptist  distinctives.  As  we  seek  together  to  be  the  church  God 
wants  us  to  be,  may  God  continue  to  lead  us  into  an  even  brighter  future  for  His 
glory  and  the  blessing  of  others. 

John  M.  Lewis 
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John  M.  Lewis,  Senior  Minister 
February  1,  I960  to  March  SI,  1987 


Interesting  Highlights 
of 

The  First  150  Years 

1812— March  8— Organized  in  the  old  State  House  (capitol),  23  members,  Hardy 
Sanders,  John  J.  Briggs  (deacons),  Samuel  Pearson  (church  clerk),  Elkahan 
Nutt,  Mary  Sanders,  Elizabeth  Briggs,  Nancy  Card,  Polly  Greyson,  Tabitha 
Hutchins,  and  14  blacks  comprised  the  charter  membership. 

1816— Church  cost  approximately  $700  on  the  lot  of  Mrs.  Mary  Dudley,  about  pre- 
sent 209  S.  Person  Street;  1822  by  the  permission  of  the  State  moved  onto 
Moore  Square  until  about  1834  when  the  church  divided  over  the  issue  of 
missions.  Membership  in  1826  was  71  white,  157  black. 

1822 — First  person  baptized  by  the  church  was  Lucinda  G.  Briggs.  Ice  was  broken  in 
Rocky  Branch  for  the  baptismal  service. 

1835 — Church  almost  died  because  of  dispute  over  missions  in  the  anti-missions 
controversy  which  plagued  Baptists  and  others  on  the  Eastern  Seaboard. 
Church  divided  over  the  issue  but  Pastor  William  Hill  Jordan  and  many  of 
the  faithful  leaders  continued  services  in  a  room  over  a  store  on  Fayetteville 
Street.  The  building  on  Moore  Square  was  sold  to  a  black  congregation. 

1838-40 — Lot  on  the  corner  of  Morgan  and  Wilmington  Streets  purchased  for 
$2,100.  Brick  church  house  cost  over  $6,000;  the  bell  cost  $80.  Thomas 
Meredith,  editor  of  the  Biblical  Recorder  preached  the  dedicatory  sermon. 
Amos  J.  Battle  was  pastor.  Membership  was  228  white,  207  black. 

1856-1866-Present  site  bought  and  building  constructed.  State  convention  met  in 
Raleigh  and  raised  more  than  $18,000  for  the  building.  A  turning  point  in 
the  life  of  the  church  in  that  church  no  longer  needed  aid  from  the  conven- 
tion but  was  able  to  support  the  convention  instead.  Cost  of  the  land  and 
building  was  $20,000.  Dedicatory  sermon  was  preached  by  J.  L.  Burrows  of 
Richmond,  VA.  Thomas  E.  Skinner,  who  had  served  longer  than  any  other, 
was  pastor. 

1868 — Some  black  members  requested  letters  to  form  a  separate  church.  Motion 
made  to  grant  letters  by  Peter  F.  Pescud.  Seconded  by  John  Nichols,  church 
clerk. 

1902-1910— Church  building  was  remodeled  at  a  cost  of  $32,000.  The  pastor  during 
the  time  was  W.  C.  Tyree. 

1912— Centennial  Celebrated 

1926 — Sunday  School  addition  built.  T.  W.  O'Kelley  was  pastor. 
1962 — Sesquicentennial  Celebrated 
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Pastors  in  the  175  Years 


1812— Robert  T.  Daniel 

1815-1823 — Josiah  Crudup,  Thomas  Crocker,  James  Woodberry 

1823 — Robert  T.  Daniel  (Had  been  serving  as  the  general  agent  for  the  Baptist 

General  Meeting,  forerunner  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention.) 
1827 — Patrick  W.  Dowd  (First  president  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention  when  it 

was  organized  in  1830.) 

1832—  James  G.  Hale 

1833 —  Quinton  H.  Trotman 

1834—  William  Hill  Jordan 

1839 — Amos  J.  Battle  (Brick  building  at  the  corner  of  Morgan  and  Wilmington 
streets  constructed.) 

1843—  Louis  DuPre  (Salary  of  $450  per  year  with  $150  of  it  paid  by  the  Home  Mis- 

sionary Society.) 

1844—  John  Finch  (His  wife  founded  the  Sedwick  Academy  in  Raleigh  this  same 

year.) 

1844— T.  W.  Tobey  (Also  edited  the  Biblical  Recorder  following  the  1850  death  of 

Thomas  Meredith,  a  member  of  the  church.) 
1849— C.  R.  Jennett 

1851 — Pulpit  filled  by  members  of  the  Wake  Forest  College  faculty,  including  Presi- 
dent Wingate,  T.  W.  Brooks,  William  Hooper  and  others  associated  with 
the  college. 

1854—  A.  McDowell 

1855 —  G.  W.  Johnson  (Resigned  because  of  poor  health.) 

1856 —  T.  E.  Skinner  (Pastor  when  the  present  sanctuary  was  built.) 

1863 — Thomas  H.  Pritchard  (Served  as  interim  while  Skinner  was  in  Europe.) 

1867 —  T.  E.  Skinner  (Resumed  the  pastorate  after  European  trip.) 

1868—  Thomas  H.  Pritchard 

1879— T.  E.  Skinner  (Began  his  second  pastorate.) 

1886— J.  L.  White 

1889— J.  W.  Carter 

1900— Alexis  A.  Marshall 

1902— W.  C.  Tyree 

1911  — T.  W.  O'Kelley 

1927— J.  Powell  Tucker 

1938 — Sydnor  L.  Stealey  (Later  the  first  president  of  Southeastern  Baptist 

Theological  Seminary  on  the  old  campus  of  Wake  Forest  University.) 
1943— Broadus  E.  Jones 

1960-1987 — John  M.  Lewis  (He  served  the  longest  consecutive  pastorate  in  the  175 
years  of  the  church.) 
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The  First  150  Years 


The  Struggles  and  Fruits  of  Faith 


When  you  consider  that  "separa- 
tion of  church  and  state"  has  been  a 
tenet  of  the  Baptist  faith  for  ages,  the 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Raleigh  had 
an  ironic  setting  for  its  beginning. 

In  the  Capital  City's  early  years, 
Baptists,  other  religious  bodies  and 
groups  of  any  kind  were  allowed  to 
meet  in  the  State  House — the  seat  of 
government. 

Bishop  Francis  Asbury  of  the 
Methodist  Church  held  the  first 
religious  meeting  in  the  State  House 
in  1800,  six  years  after  its  completion 
in  1794.  Ministers  of  other  denomina- 
tions conducted  services  there  and 
local  members  of  different  faiths  used 
the  State  House  for  meetings. 

The  most  notable  of  these,  as  far  as 
Baptists  are  concerned,  was  held  on 
March  8,  1812,  when  Elders  Robert 
Daniel  and  Zodac  Bell  preached  and 
then  organized  the  Raleigh  Baptist 
Church.  It  was  the  first  Baptist 
church  ever  to  exist  in  this  city  and  it 
was  preceded  only  by  what  is  now 
Edenton  Street  United  Methodist 
Church,  organized  10  months  earlier. 

All  of  the  original  23  members  of 
the  Raleigh  Baptist  Church  were  ad- 
mitted by  letters  from  the  Cool 
Springs  Baptist  Church,  located  10 
miles  South  of  the  Capital  City.  Four 
of  the  members  were  listed  as  "white 
male,"  five  as  "white  female,"  five 
as  "colored  male,"  and  nine  as  "col- 
ored female."  The  latter  two  groups 
were  slaves  owned  by  white  members 
of  the  congregation. 

At  the  organization  meeting,  two 
deacons — Harvey  Sanders  and  John 
J.  Briggs — were  elected.  Named  also 
at  the  meeting  was  a  church  clerk, 
Samuel  Pearson.  Four  months  later, 


on  July  9,  1812,  Elder  Daniel,  one  of 
the  two  organizers  of  the  church,  ac- 
cepted the  unanimous  call  to  be  its 
first  pastor. 

Six  years  passed  before  the  struggl- 
ing young  church  had  a  meeting  place 
of  its  own.  But  it  became  active  in 
statewide  affairs  before  it  had  a 
church  building  or  a  pastor. 

The  church  entertained  Baptists 
from  all  over  the  state  who  assembled 
in  Raleigh  in  July,  1812,  to  organize  a 
"General  Meeting."  In  another 
meeting  at  Wake  Crossroads  Baptist 
Church,  this  organization  was  com- 
bined with  an  older  organization,  the 
Baptist  Philanthropic  Missionary 
Society.  This  merger  was  the  forerun- 
ner of  the  North  Carolina  Baptist 
State  Convention  which  was  organiz- 
ed in  1830.  Patrick  W.  Dowd,  pastor 
of  the  Raleigh  Baptist  Church,  was 
elected  president  of  the  Baptist  State 
Convention  at  its  organizational 
meeting. 

One  of  the  new  convention's  most 
memorable  meetings  was  held  in 
Raleigh  in  1856.  At  this  session,  the 
convention  made  its  first  firm  com- 
mitment for  substantial  financial  sup- 
port to  Wake  Forest  College,  which 
had  begun  operations  as  a  Baptist  col- 
lege in  February,  1834.  Funds  were 
also  raised  at  the  1856  convention  ses- 
sion for  the  Raleigh  Baptist  Church 
to  build  a  new  sanctuary  on  the  pre- 
sent site  of  First  Baptist  Church.  The 
name  of  the  church  was  changed  in 
1883. 

Before  moving  to  its  present  loca- 
tion, the  church  had  several  other 
homes  in  the  city.  During  the  ministry 
of  its  second  pastor,  Elder  Josiah 
Crudup,  the  church  erected  its  first 
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building  on  South  Person  Street.  The 
year  was  1816.  In  1822,  Elder  Daniel 
was  recalled  for  his  second  tenure  as 
pastor.  Among  his  first  actions  was  to 
obtain  the  consent  of  the  Legislature 
to  move  the  church  across  the  street 
from  its  South  Person  Street  site  to 
the  center  of  Moore  Square. 

The  square  contained  a  grove  of 
beautiful  oak  trees  and  became 
known  as  the  "Baptist  Grove."  This 
name  has  remained  appropriate  in 
this  century  as  Tabernacle  Baptist 
Church  faces  Moore  Square. 

The  new  location  proved  to  be  a 
popular  one  for  Raleigh  Baptists,  and 
Elder  Daniel  was  successful  in  stirring 
the  interest  of  young  people,  many  of 
whom  had  shunned  the  church 
because  they  considered  it  "un- 
fashionable." Lucinda  Briggs  was  the 
first  young  person  admitted  to  the 
church  in  "Baptist  Grove."  Ice  was 
broken  in  1822  in  Rocky  Branch  for 
her  baptismal  service. 

Elder  Daniel  also  began  sunrise  ser- 


vices on  Sunday  and  took  steps  to  in- 
crease the  interest  of  black  members. 
In  1823,  one  Joseph,  a  slave  of  Sher- 
wood Haywood,  was  appointed  to  of- 
ficiate for  members  of  his  race  at  the 
Lord's  Supper.  In  the  same  year,  per- 
mission was  granted  for  any  black 
minister  of  like  faith  "possessing  pro- 
per credentials"  to  preach  in  the 
church  when  it  was  not  being  used  by 
white  members. 

These  and  other  activities  were 
credited  with  the  growth  of  the 
church  membership  to  54  in  1823, 
double  the  number  of  the  year  before. 
By  1826  when  Elder  Daniel  again 
signed  as  pastor,  there  were  224 
members,  two-thirds  of  them  black. 

After  12  years  in  Baptist  Grove,  the 
Raleigh  Baptist  Church  was  on  the 
move  again  when  dissension  in  the 
1830s  split  the  congregation.  Conflict 
began  during  the  five-year  pastorate 
of  Patrick  W.  Dowd,  who  had 
become  the  first  president  of  the  Bap- 
tist State  Convention.  When  Dowd 


MOTHER  CHURCH— First  Baptist  is  the  mother  Baptist  church  in  Raleigh.  The 

first  mission  is  now  Tabernacle  Baptist  Church  and  the  most  recent  is  Greystone 
Baptist  Church,  pictured  here. 
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left  the  pastorate  in  1832,  he  was 
followed  in  quick  succession  by 
James  G.  Hall  and  Quinton  H.  Trot- 
man.  Each  served  as  pastor  for  one 
year . 

When  William  Hill  Jordan  became 
pastor  in  1834,  the  Raleigh  Baptist 
Church  was  so  torn  with  strife  over 
doctrinal  and  other  issues  that  the 
new  minister  asked  the  Raleigh  Bap- 
tist Association  to  "examine  the  af- 
fairs of  the  church."  The  main 
disagreement  was  over  missions, 
which  the  pastor  espoused.  After 
lengthy  discussion,  the  association 
ordered  the  church  dissolved.  A  final 
meeting  was  held  in  1835  to  determine 
which  of  the  rival  groups  should  con- 
trol the  building.  A  majority  took  a 
stand  against  the  pastor  and  the 
church's  former  leaders. 

The  group  that  had  won  possession 
of  the  church  property  began  arguing 
among  themselves  and  most  of  them 
joined  the  Christian  Church.  Those 
who  remained  dwindled  in  number 
and  moved  away  from  Moore 
Square.  The  building  was  sold  to  a 
black  congregation. 

But  the  church  refused  to  die.  The 
same  John  J.  Briggs  who  had  been  an 
original  deacon  led  a  reorganization 
and  Elder  Jordan  continued  as 
minister.  While  forced  to  meet  in  a 
room  over  a  store  on  Fayetteville 
Street,  the  church  increased  its 
membership  and  regained  the  en- 
thusiasm and  unity  of  the  days  before 
the  dissension.  It  also  stood  firmly 
for  the  missionary  spirit. 

In  this  period,  women  first  assum- 
ed a  leading  role  in  activities  of  the 
church.  Mrs.  Sarah  Stone  organized 
and  served  as  the  first  president  of  the 
Woman's  Working  Society,  a 
forerunner  of  the  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Societies  that  later  became  an 
important  unit  of  all  Baptist  chur- 
ches. Mrs.  Stone  was  the  widow  of 
David  Stone,  son  of  Governor  David 
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Stone.  She  later  became  Mrs.  Alfred 
Williams  and  was  a  leader  of  the 
church  for  many  years. 

When  Elder  Jordan  resigned  in 
1838,  the  church  began  looking  for  a 
pastor  to  lead  a  building  movement. 
The  right  man  was  found  in  Amos  J. 
Battle  of  Edgecombe  County,  grand- 
son of  an  early  Baptist  leader,  Elisha 
Battle,  and  brother  of  Judge  William 
H.  Battle.  The  new  minister  soon 
bought  a  lot  facing  Capitol  Square  at 
the  southeast  corner  of  Morgan  and 
Wilmington  Streets.  The  lot  cost 
$2,100  and  the  building  erected  there 
cost  more  than  S6,000. 

The  new  church  building  was 
dedicated  in  May,  1840.  Thomas 
Meredith,  editor  and  founder  of  the 
Biblical  Recorder,  official  newspaper 
of  North  Carolina  Baptists,  preached 
the  dedicatory  sermon.  Meredith  Col- 
lege was  later  named  in  his  honor. 

Paying  off  the  debt  for  the  new 
building  was  a  difficult  experience  for 
the  church.  It  required  diligent  fund- 
raising  efforts  by  the  pastor  and  out- 
of-court  settlement  of  two  lawsuits 
initiated  by  the  man  who  built  the 
steeple  and  the  Bank  of  Cape  Fear, 
which  held  the  mortgage. 

But  the  church  soon  entered  a  new 
period  of  growth  under  the  ministry 
of  J.  J.  Finch  (1845-49),  who  led  in 
the  organization  of  a  Sunday  School 
with  Peter  Fransisco  Pescud  as 
superintendent.  Prior  to  that  time 
there  had  been  union  schools  in  the 
city  and  Sunday  School  classes  in  the 
different  churches.  Pescud  made  the 
Sunday  School  an  institution  within 
itself. 

The  church  also  made  advances  in 
decorum  during  this  period.  The 
pastor  frowned  upon  and  virtually 
ended  the  practice  of  "shouting," 
and  the  church  adopted  a  motion 
decreeing  that  the  washing  of  feet 
should  be  done  in  private. 

Church   discipline   also  received 


close  attention  during  this  period. 
Church  minutes  show  that  numerous 
members  appeared  before  the  Board 
of  Deacons  or  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee to  answer  charges  of  misconduct 
or  non-payment  of  church  dues.  One 
member  was  expelled  for  immoral 
conduct  and  several  for  "conduct 
unbecoming  a  Christian"  and  other 
causes.  The  usual  action  for  non- 
payment of  dues  was  withdrawal  of 
fellowship  pending  payment  of 
amounts  in  arrears. 

The  most  significant  expulsion  in 
this  era,  and  perhaps  in  the  history  of 
the  church,  was  that  of  I.  G.  M.  Buf- 
faloe  in  1849.  At  the  April  meeting  of 
the  church  conference,  the  Executive 
Committee  reported  Mr.  Buffaloe 
"as  being  guilty  of  conduct  unbecom- 
ing a  Christian,  in  having  formed  a 
co-partnership  for  the  purpose  of 
speculation  in  Negroes."  The  con- 
ference ordered  that  "the  said 
Brother  be  required  to  cease  from 
such  traffic  and  to  make  a  suitable 
apology  to  the  church."  The  deacons 
were  instructed  to  inform  Mr.  Buf- 
faloe of  the  action. 

At  the  May  meeting,  the  church 
conference  was  informed  by  the 
deacons  that  the  "said  Brother 
positively  declined  to  comply  with  the 
resolution  passed  by  the  conference." 
Whereupon,  he  was  unanimously  ex- 
pelled for  "conduct  unbecoming  a 
Christian." 

The  Raleigh  Baptist  Church  took 
this  action  12  years  before  the  War 
Between  the  States  and  at  a  time  when 
many  members  of  the  church  owned 
slaves. 

Another  incident  of  church 
discipline,  but  one  in  which  the  comic 
aspects  outweighed  the  serious  ones 
occurred  at  a  later  period  when  Major 
W.  W.  Vass  was  summoned  before  a 
church  conference  on  a  charge  of  at- 
tending a  circus.  Brother  Vass,  for 
many  years  and  outstanding  leader  of 


the  church  "brought  down  the 
house"  with  a  graphic  description  of 
what  he  had  seen  at  the  circus.  The 
charge  was  quietly  dropped. 

Payment  of  membership  dues  was 
abolished  for  a  short  time  in  the  early 
1850s  after  G.  W.  Johnson,  who  was 
pastor  for  one  year,  spoke  out  sharp- 
ly against  the  practice. 

Some  historians  of  the  church  say 
1856  was  its  most  important  year 
since  it's  founding.  In  that  year  the 
Raleigh  Baptist  Church  ceased  to  be  a 
struggling  institution.  The  change 
was  credited  to  Dr.  Thomas  E.  Skin- 
ner, who  became  pastor  on  February 
2,  1856.  He  was  the  son  of  Charles 
Skinner,  a  wealthy  Perquimans 
County  planter  and  owner  of  exten- 
sive fisheries.  The  elder  Skinner  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Baptist 
State  Convention  in  1830. 

Skinner's  pastorate  in  Raleigh  ex- 
tended over  a  span  of  31  years  but 
was  marked  by  two  interruptions, 
during  both  of  which  Dr.  Thomas  H. 
Pritchard,  later  president  of  Wake 
Forest  College,  served  as  pastor.  Prit- 
chard served  as  interim  pastor  during 
a  leave  of  absence  for  Skinner  to 
make  a  trip  to  Europe  and  for  12 
years  before  Skinner  began  his  second 
pastorate  in  1880. 

By  1856  the  church  had  outgrown 
its  Wilmington  Street  building.  Dr. 
Skinner  vigorously  undertook  the 
task  of  securing  a  new  site  and  raising 
the  money  for  a  new  building.  The 
congregation  responded  en- 
thusiastically to  the  challenge. 

Pastor  Skinner,  Alfred  Williams, 
Major  Thomas  E.  Lewis  and  Robert 
M.  Jones,  acting  as  trustees,  acquired 
the  lot  on  the  corner  of  Edenton  and 
Salisbury  Streets  on  which  the  church 
now  stands.  Most  of  the  necessary 
funds  were  raised  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Baptist  State  Convention  in  Raleigh 
in  1856.  The  convention  raised 
$44,000  for  Wake  Forest  College  and 
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$18,750  for  the  Raleigh  church.  A 
considerable  part  of  the  latter  amount 
came  from  Raleigh  residents.  These 
funds,  together  with  proceeds  from 
the  sale  of  the  old  building,  approx- 
imated the  cost  of  the  new  building, 
the  lot,  steeple,  furniture  and  other 
items. 

Funds  for  the  new  building  marked 
the  end  of  dependence  of  the  Raleigh 
church  upon  the  state  convention  and 
the  beginning  of  substantial  support 
of  the  convention  by  the  church. 

The  new  church  building  was 
dedicated  in  November,  1858,  but 
because  of  delays  in  construction  and 
furnishing,  regular  services  did  not 
begin  in  the  new  facility  until 
September  11,  1859. 

Beginning  with  the  pastorate  of  Dr. 
Skinner,  the  church  adopted  a  more 
lenient  policy  in  some,  but  not  all, 
disciplinary  matters.  For  example,  in 
1858  persons  charged  with  being  in- 
toxicated were  reprimanded  and  told 
to  "go  and  sin  no  more."  Previously, 
the  penalty  for  the  offense  had  been 
expulsion.  At  the  same  time, 
however,  the  church  reiterated  its 
stand  that  any  connection  with  the 
sale  of  alcoholic  beverages  should  be 
punished  by  expulsion. 

Before  the  new  church  building  was 
occupied,  all  of  the  pews  were  rented 
except  16  reserved  "for  those  who 
could  and  would  not  rent  and  for 
strangers."  The  pews  were  rented  at 
auction  for  annual  fees  ranging  from 
$4  to  $18.  The  practice  of  renting 
pews  became  quite  controversial  and 
was  abandoned  after  a  brief  trial. 

In  1860  plans  were  made  for 
establishment  of  a  Baptist  Female 
Seminary  in  Raleigh.  Dr.  Skinner  ob- 
tained permission  to  act  as  agent  for 
raising  funds  for  the  school  and 
refused  to  accept  a  salary  from  the 
church  or  the  school  while  engaged  in 
that  endeavor.  The  school,  establish- 
ed in  1870,  was  the  forerunner  of  the 


Baptist  Female  University,  which  was 
chartered  in  1891  and  later  became 
Meredith  College. 

In  1860,  the  Raleigh  Baptist 
Church  was  at  a  high  peak  of 
usefulness,  but  it  was  not  long  before 
it  encountered  difficulties.  A  decrease 
in  interest  and  in  contributions  was 
due  in  part  to  the  outbreak  of  the 
War  Between  the  States  in  1861  and 
the  unsettled  state  of  the  nation  prior 
to  the  war. 

Dr.  Skinner  tried  to  resign  as 
pastor  in  1861,  saying  his  "posses- 
sions" in  Eastern  North  Carolina 
demanded  his  attention.  The  church 
refused  to  accept  his  resignation,  of- 
fered to  obtain  supply  ministers  and 
to  give  him  leave  of  absence.  Skinner 
then  revealed  at  a  church  conference 
a  "more  weighty"  reason  for  his 
resignation.  He  said  the  reason  was 
the  "cold  and  lukewarm  state"  of  the 
church.  Collections  and  attendance 
had  fallen  sharply  and  the  pastor  had 
agreed  to  forego  his  salary  for  the 
year  and  had  furnished  one  of  his  ser- 
vants as  sexton  for  the  church. 

The  church  reacted  to  Dr. 
Skinner's  statement  with  repentance 
and  promises  to  do  better.  The  pastor 
agreed  to  remain  on  the  condition 
that  "the  brethren  would  be  more 
punctual  and  faithful." 

As  the  nation  moved  into  the  war 
that  would  lead  to  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  black  members  of  the 
Raleigh  Baptist  Church  had  not  been 
the  source  of  any  real  problems.  Con- 
flicting views  among  them  had 
developed  in  1859  over  whether  to 
stay  in  the  white  church.  One  group 
wanted  to  retain  the  old  church 
building  on  Wilmington  Street, 
another  wanted  to  form  a  separate 
church  and  a  third  wanted  to  remain 
in  the  white  church.  A  majority  voted 
to  stay  with  the  whites  and  that  settl- 
ed the  matter  for  several  years. 

In  1865,  the  black  members  sought 
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and  received  permission  to  form  their 
own  separate  Sunday  School  within 
the  church.  In  the  same  year  a 
separate  Baptist  church  for  blacks 
was  formed  in  Raleigh  but  it  attracted 
few  members  of  the  Raleigh  Baptist 
Church.  At  that  time,  the  church  had 
approximately  500  members,  about 
200  of  them  blacks. 

In  1868  the  bulk  of  the  black 
members  requested  and  obtained  let- 
ters of  dismissal  and  formed  their 
own  church,  although  a  few  of  them 
continued  to  worship  at  the  Raleigh 
Baptist  Church.  The  Negro  Baptist 
Church  first  purchased  a  lot  on 
Salisbury  Street  between  North  and 
Johnson  Streets  (or  Jones,  some 
uncertainty).  In  1899  the  church,  then 
known  as  the  Negro  First  Baptist 
Church,  acquired  the  site  on  Wil- 
mington Street,  across  from  Capitol 
Square,  which  the  white  church  had 
sold  to  the  Catholic  Church  in  1859. 

The  role  of  women  in  the  church 
was  enlarged  in  1871  as  an  indirect 
result  of  a  decision  finally  to  stop 
renting  pews.  This  came  about  when 
the  "Wilmington  Plan"  of  assessing 
members  was  adopted.  Under  this 
plan,  which  was  used  at  First  Baptist 
Church  in  Wilmington,  each  deacon 
was  responsible  for  assessing 
members  assigned  to  him,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  "ability  to  pay."  Each 
deacon  was  allowed  an  assistant  col- 
lector, who  could  be  a  woman. 

The  leadership  participation  of 
women  was  further  expanded  in  1874 
when  the  church,  upon  the  insistence 
of  the  pastor,  Thomas  H.  Pritchard, 
voted  to  elect  four  deaconesses — con- 
trary to  the  prevailing  practice  of  the 
times.  So  far  as  is  known,  no  more 
deaconesses  were  elected  by  the 
church  until  1925,  when  election  of 
women  to  the  Board  of  Deacons  was 
begun  as  a  regular  practice. 

In  1886  an  important  step  was 


taken  by  the  consolidation  of 
women's  groups  in  the  church  into 
the  Woman's  Missionary  Society. 
The  first  president  was  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Heck.  Her  daughter,  Miss  Fannie  E. 
S.  Heck,  became  the  best  known  Bap- 
tist woman  engaged  in  mission  work 
in  the  South.  She  not  only  was  active 
in  Raleigh  but  also  served  for  many 
years  as  president  of  the  North 
Carolina  Woman's  Missionary  Union 
and  for  several  of  those  years  headed 
the  same  organization  in  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention. 

As  other  Baptist  churches  began  to 
organize  in  the  late  1800s,  members 
of  the  "mother  church"  decided  its 
name  was  no  longer  appropriate.  On 
March  20,  1883,  the  church  changed 
its  name  from  the  Raleigh  Baptist 
Church  to  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Raleigh.  The  Swain  Street  Church, 
organized  in  1874,  had  grown, 
erected  a  new  building  and  dedicated 
itself  under  the  name  "Second  Bap- 
tist Church  of  Raleigh." 

Churches  that  owe  their  develop- 
ment to  support  from  First  Baptist  in- 
clude the  Swain  Street  Church  which 
became  Second  Baptist  and  later 
became  Tabernacle  Baptist;  Fayette- 
ville  Street  Baptist  (now  Calvary); 
Pullen  Memorial;  North  Street; 
Caraleigh;  Emmanuel;  Pilot;  Hayes 
Barton;  Forest  Hills  and  St.  John's, 
all  in  Raleigh;  and  Samaria,  near 
Raleigh. 

First  Baptist  Church  experienced 
its  period  of  greatest  growth  in 
members  and  contributions  between 
1910  and  1926  under  the  pastorate  of 
Dr.  Thomas  Washburn  O'Kelley.  The 
membership  in  1910  was  774;  by  1926 
it  had  grown  to  1 ,343,  a  gain  of  73  per 
cent.  Sunday  School  membership  in- 
creased from  825  to  1,150,  or  40  per 
cent.  Total  contributions  grew  from 
$8,505  to  $63,268,  or  640  per  cent. 

A  Georgia  native,  Dr.  O'Kelley 
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came  to  the  church  at  a  time  of  great 
economic  prosperity  and  spiritual 
reawakening,  particularly  among 
Baptists,  following  World  War  I. 

But  while  general  conditions  aided 
the  church  during  these  years,  it  had 
difficulty  to  overcome  which  still  per- 
sists. Other  Baptist  churches  in  the  ci- 
ty were  also  prosperous  and  were 
growing  in  membership,  with  most  of 
them  drawing  members  from  the 
"Mother  Church." 

Still,  years  of  continuing  growth  in 
membership  and  major  im- 
provements and  expansion  of 
facilities  lay  ahead  for  First  Baptist. 
During  the  pastorate  of  Dr.  Broadus 
E.  Jones,  from  August,  1943,  to 
June,   1959,  membership  increased 


and  annual  contributions  grew  from 
$45,000  to  $140,000.  Repairs  and  im- 
provements on  the  church  building 
and  the  organ  totalled  about 
$200,000. 

In  1959,  the  last  year  of  Dr.  Jones' 
pastorate,  the  church  purchased  a 
large  adjacent  lot,  the  Johnson  pro- 
perty on  Hillsborough  Street,  for 
$170,000.  This  led  to  the  greatest  ex- 
pansion of  church  facilities  in  the 
history  of  the  church.  A  major 
transformation  of  the  church  plant 
occurred  during  the  long  tenure  of  the 
present  pastor,  Dr.  John  M.  Lewis, 
who  came  to  First  Baptist  Church  on 
February  1,  1960.  No  previous 
minister  has  served  as  long  in  con- 
secutive years. 


The  Dream  Lives  On 


The  25-year  period,  from  1962  to 
1987,  is  a  remarkable  quarter-century 
of  challenges,  achievements  and  im- 
pact upon  a  rapidly  changing  city,  na- 
tion and  world.  Dividing  the  25  years 
into  5  segments  of  5  years  each  gives  a 
brief  but  effective  grasp  of  the 
developments  within  this  period.  The 
remaining  pages  of  this  booklet  pro- 


vide a  supplement  to  the  preceding 
summary  of  the  first  150  years  and 
more.  The  last  25  years  have  been 
spent  in  continuing  what  the  early 
church  struggled  to  establish  and 
develop  for  future  generations.  These 
years  have  been  marked  by  a  deep 
devotion  to  the  church  to  ensure  that 
"The  Dream  Lives  On." 
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An  Era  of  Stress-1962-1967 


The  year  was  1962.  John  F.  Ken- 
nedy was  in  the  White  House.  The 
rumble  of  the  war  in  Vietnam  was 
getting  louder.  Conflict  between  races 
in  America  was  growing  sharper.  It 
was  to  be  a  decade  of  decision. 

But  First  Baptist  Church  launched 
this  era  with  a  great,  week-long 
celebration  marking  the  150th  an- 
niversary of  the  founding  of  the 
church  on  March  8,  1812.  The  theme 
for  the  week — "Hitherto... Hence- 
forth"— proved  adequately  to  ex- 
press the  feeling  of  the  congregation 
in  a  time  of  thanksgiving  and 
challenge  as  the  members  reviewed 
the  rich  history  of  the  church  and 
looked  forward  to  its  mission  in  the 
center  of  the  Capital  City. 

A  copy  of  the  historical  sketch  en- 
titled "The  Struggles  and  Fruits  of 
Faith,"  written  by  Robert  E. 
Williams  was  given  to  every  church 
family  at  the  time.  The  summary  of 
the  church's  history  is  found  in  one 
word — stability. 

The  1962  celebration  not  only 
marked  a  milestone  in  history  but 
also  provided  members  of  the  church 
with  a  rich  historical  perspective 
against  which  its  challenge  for  the 
future  could  be  realized.  In  February, 
1962,  a  church  bulletin  carried  the 
following  statement: 

With  gratitude  to  God  for 
our  noble  heritage  in  the 
church  and  with  renewed 
devotion  to  His  holy  purpose 
amongst  us,  we  begin  next 
Sunday  morning  a  week  of 
commemoration  in  celebra- 
tion of  our  Sesquicentennial. 
Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  led 
us;  henceforth  we  follow  in 
loving  obedience  as  did  our 
spiritual  forebears  before  us. 


May  this  week  be  one  of 
prayerful  preparation  for 
this  high  week  of  inspiration 
and  challenge  before  us. 


Extensive  preparations  were  made 
for  the  celebration  which  included 
scrapbooks,  historical  exhibits,  a 
Sunday  afternoon  television  broad- 
cast on  the  church's  history, 
memorial  flowers  for  each  service, 
Wednesday  evening  services  devoted 
to  church  history  and  a  Sunday  even- 
ing service  in  which  "old-timers" 
talked  about  "interesting  events  of 
long  ago  as  well  as  recent  activities." 
On  the  panel  were  T.  W.  Brewer,  Will 
Wyatt,  Mrs.  W.  T.  Ueltschi,  Mrs.  W. 
S.  Penney  and  Mrs.  Foy  Johnson 
Farmer. 

A  series  of  worship  services  during 
the  celebration  included  as  speakers 
John  M.  Lewis,  pastor;  Carlyle 
Marney,  pastor  of  Meyers  Park  Bap- 
tist Church,  Charlotte;  Glenn  Archer, 
executive  director  of  Protestants  and 
Other  Americans  United  for  Separa- 
tion of  Church  and  State;  Roy  O.  Mc- 
Clain,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church, 
Atlanta;  James  Cleland,  chaplain  of 
Duke  University  Chapel,  Duke 
University;  and  Baker  James 
Cauthen,  executive  secretary  of  the 
SBC  Foreign  Mission  Board. 

Assisting  in  the  services  included 
ministers  from  other  churches  in 
Raleigh,  those  who  had  been  ordain- 
ed by  the  church  and  former  pastors 
of  First  Baptist.  Music  was  provided 
by  the  church  choir  with  the 
assistance  of  other  church  choirs, 
soloists  and  musical  groups.  On 
Thursday  evening,  March  8,  1962,  a 
special  reception  featuring  a  birthday 
cake  with  150  candles  on  it  focused 
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attention  of  the  actual  date  of  the 
church's  beginning. 

The  first  church  library  was  opened 
in  February,  1962,  with  Mrs.  E.  H. 
Simpson  serving  as  first  librarian. 
Within  two  years  the  library  contain- 
ed more  than  1,000  volumes,  many  of 
them  given  in  memory  of  church 
members  or  other  loved  ones.  Today, 
the  library  contains  approximately 
5,300  volumes  and  many  other 
materials  for  assistance  to  the  church 
family. 

Other  special  gifts  in  this  period  in- 
cluded a  Book  of  Remembrance  given 
by  Margaret  Weatherspoon  Parker; 
four  new  hearing  aids  given  by  Mrs. 
W.  A.  Parker,  Sr.,  in  honor  of  her 
mother,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Alderman;  a 
repository  given  by  family  and 
friends  in  memory  of  Frank  Parker,  a 
life  deacon  and  charter  member  of 
the  Jones-Berean  Sunday  School 
Class  (now  disbanded);  a  new  audio 
system  for  the  sanctuary  given  by 
Mrs.  J.  R.  Weatherspoon  in  memory 
of  her  husband.  Memorial  gifts  to  the 
building  fund  and  for  furnishings  for 
the  new  educational  building  included 


a  fund  established  by  Mrs.  E.  L. 
Layfield  in  memory  of  her  husband 
to  furnish  the  Jones-(Brewer)  Berean 
classroom  and  a  gift  from  W.  L. 
Wyatt  to  equip  the  ladies'  parlor, 
given  in  memory  of  his  wife. 

Long  interested  in  a  ministry  to  the 
deaf  with  a  class  emerging  in  the 
regular  Sunday  School  time  rather 
than  on  Sunday  afternoon,  the 
church  supported  the  formation  of  a 
state-wide  Baptist  Association  for  the 
Deaf,  which  was  organized  at  First 
Baptist  the  Sunday  before  Easter, 
1962.  The  Mabel  Haynes  Class  for 
the  Deaf  was  taught  for  many  years 
by  Miss  Mabel  Haynes  and  Mr.  J.  M. 
Robertson.  Lucile  Joslin  served  as  an 
assistant  or  co-teacher.  Mrs.  Alice 
Williams  assumed  responsibility  for 
teaching  the  class,  inviting  other  in- 
terested adults  to  learn  the  sign 
language  and  assist  in  the  church 
ministry  to  the  deaf.  Today,  that 
ministry  continues  to  be  effective  and 
rewarding  to  many  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Patrick  Bryant,  assistant 
minister  to  the  deaf. 

The  Church  Family  Night  program 
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was  instituted  to  provide  a  multitude 
of  activities  for  every  member  of  the 
family  on  Wednesday  evening.  That 
program  continues  to  the  present  with 
the  inclusion  of  a  meal  before  the  ac- 
tivities begin  for  different  age  and  in- 
terest groups. 

In  the  Spring  of  1963  as  the  city 
and  nation  were  caught  in  the  throes 
of  the  violence  and  dissension  of  the 
civil  rights  movement,  the  church  was 
for  a  time  involved  in  what,  but  for 
the  effective  leadership  of  its  pastor, 
might  have  been  a  divisive  struggle. 
Pastor  John  M.  Lewis  has  referred  to 
this  series  of  events  as  "the  greatest 
struggle  of  my  career." 

On  Palm  Sunday,  1963,  in  the 
absence  of  Dr.  Lewis  from  the  pulpit, 
a  young  black  man  presented  himself 
for  membership  in  the  church. 
Although  the  church  had  long 
welcomed  black  visitors,  Charles 
Earle  was  the  first  black  to  seek 
membership.  Since  a  clause  in  the 
church  constitution  stated  that  such 
an  application  was  to  be  referred  to 
the  minister  and  the  Board  of 
Deacons  for  consideration  and  report 
to  the  church  conference,  action  on 
his  request  for  membership  was 
delayed. 

Subsequently,  the  young  Jamaican, 
a  student  at  Shaw  University  who  had 
participated  in  a  number  of 
demonstrations  to  desegregate 
downtown  businesses,  was  interview- 
ed both  by  the  pastor  and  a  commit- 
tee of  deacons  about  "the  meaning 
and  purpose  of  his  action."  On  Sun- 
day, April  21,  the  pastor  preached  a 
moving  sermon  entitled  "Come,  Let 
Us  Reason  Together,"  in  which  he 
urged  the  congregation  prayerfully  to 
use  creatively  and  redemptively  the 
diversity  of  opinions  on  the  matter 
and  requested  a  covenant  of  mutual 
respect  for  each  other's  freedom  of 
conscience.  He  reviewed  the  history 
of  church  relationships  with  blacks 


and  proposed  that  each  member 
search  his  conscience  with  the  ques- 
tion "What  would  Jesus  have  me 
do?" 

The  date  of  church  conference  on 
Wednesday,  May  15,  1963,  was  set  to 
hear  the  report/recommendation 
from  the  deacons.  The  meeting  was 
attended  by  an  unusually  large 
number  of  church  members.  The 
statement  presented  from  the  deacons 
stated  that  "after  careful  investiga- 
tion, study,  and  prayerful  considera- 
tion," they  recommended  that  Earle 
not  be  accepted  for  membership. 

The  pastor's  report,  which  differed 
from  the  recommendation  of  the 
deacons,  was  never  heard  by  the  con- 
ference. Heated  discussion  followed 
and  when  secret  ballots  were  cast,  the 
result  was  147  for  and  367  against  the 
acceptance  of  Earle  as  a  member. 

Concerned  by  the  vote  of  the  con- 
gregation, the  minister  requested  that 
his  own  statement  be  included  in  the 
minutes  of  the  conference.  In  it,  he 
stated  clearly  and  unequivocably  his 
own  belief  in  the  brotherhood  of  man 
as  children  of  God  and  expressed  his 
continuing  hope  that  the  congrega- 
tion would  speedily  manifest  the  kind 
of  Christian  love  that  would  remove 
all  barriers  to  Christian  love  and  uni- 
ty in  the  church. 

About  two  years  later,  the  con- 
gregation heard  James  McBride 
Dobbs  speak  on  "A  Christian  Looks 
at  Race."  The  distinguished  poet, 
author  and  penetrating  interpreter  of 
Southern  culture  spoke  with  "com- 
passion, courage,  wit  and  deep 
understanding." 

Although  things  were  tense  and 
relationships  strained  for  some  time, 
the  church  felt  that  by  God's  grace  a 
cleavage  in  the  fellowship  was  avoid- 
ed. Within  the  next  few  years,  the 
church  received  without  dissension 
about  ten  black  members. 

Several    special    occasions  came 
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within  this  period.  There  was  the  75th 
anniversary  of  the  WMU  and  the  50th 
anniversary  of  GAs.  William  M.  Dix- 
on, a  student  at  Southeastern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  and  R.  A.  L. 
Walker,  a  member  of  First  Baptist, 
were  ordained  by  the  church  to  the 
gospel  ministry.  W.  Perry  Crouch 
was  installed  as  the  general  secretary- 
treasurer  of  the  Baptist  State  Conven- 
tion in  special  services  in  the  church 
in  1964.  (In  March,  1976,  his  suc- 
cessor, Cecil  A.  Ray,  was  installed  as 
general  secretary-treasurer  and  in 
January,  1985,  Roy  J.  Smith  was  in- 
stalled as  general  secretary-treasurer, 
succeeding  Ray,  in  special  services  in 
the  church.) 

In  this  era,  the  church  participated 
in  a  wide  variety  of  special  services 
with  other  churches  in  the  city,  a 
memorial  to  the  late  President  John 
F.  Kennedy,  encouragement  in  good- 
will and  literacy  ministries  and  a  mis- 
sion project  to  the  Cherokee  Indians 
by  the  college  department. 

Maintenance  of  the  present 
buildings  and  the  consideration  of  ex- 
panded facilities  prompted  the  for- 
mation of  a  long-range  planning  com- 
mittee which  investigated  the  wisdom 
of  acquiring  additional  property 
downtown  or  relocating  the  church  to 
another  area.  Additional  study  was 
given  to  the  responsibilities  of  a 
downtown  church  and  the  decision 
was  made  to  remain  in  the  present 
location. 


The  church  voted  to  raze  the 
Johnson  house  which  had  been  used 
for  Sunday  School,  and  negotiations 
got  under  way  to  acquire  the  Raney 
property  on  the  northwest  corner  of 
Salisbury  and  Hillsborough  Streets. 
Also  an  effort  was  made  to  acquire 
the  Charles  W.  Bradshaw  lot.  A 
down  payment  was  made  on  the  pur- 
chase of  the  lot  at  the  northeast  cor- 
ner of  Edenton  and  McDowell 
Streets. 

The  growth  of  financial  manage- 
ment led  to  the  employment  of  Mrs. 
Pauline  Wilkins  as  the  first  financial 
secretary.  She  served  until  her  retire- 
ment in  1986.  In  1966,  as  plans  were 
coming  together  for  the  construction 
and  furnishing  of  a  new  educational 
building,  several  small  trust  funds,  in- 
cluding the  Eugene  Schilling  Fund 
and  the  W.  E.  Faison  Fund,  were 
consolidated  to  be  used  for  the  under- 
taking. 

The  church  increased  its  focus  on 
world  missions  by  the  establishment 
of  International  Students'  Day  and 
the  frequent  invitations  to  foreign 
missionaries  to  speak  and  conduct 
programs  in  the  church.  In  1965,  the 
church  began  the  annual  preparation 
of  the  book  of  Advent  devotionals 
and  the  use  of  the  Advent  Wreath  and 
candles  in  the  morning  worship  ser- 
vices. 

This  era  began  with  celebration  and 
ended  with  stability  and  world  focus 
after  passing  through  its  most  gruel- 
ing test  on  race  relations. 
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HANGING  OF  THE  GREENS— A  Christmas  program  in  the  sanctuary. 


INTERNA  TIONAL  MINISTRIES— First  Baptist  has  ministered  to  the  many  per- 


sons coming  to  the  Triangle  from  other  countries.  Here  a  group  of  Japanese  ladies 
study  English.  The  church  also  sponsors  a  spiritual  ministry  for  Vietnamese. 
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A  Time  for  Expansion— 1967-1972 


For  the  first  time  in  111  years,  the 
church  was  systematically  analyzing 
its  needs  and  projecting  programs 
and  facilities  for  the  future.  The 
Long-Range  Planning  Committee, 
chaired  by  J.  Everette  Miller,  was 
ready  in  January,  1967,  to  present  a 
progress  report  of  its  work  to  the  full 
congregation.  The  report  was  given  in 
May  and  approved  in  June. 

The  recommendations  dealt  with 
the  purpose  and  perspective  of  the 
church  as  seen  through  its  programs 
and  facilities.  The  proposed  actions 
recommended  renovating  and 
expanding  the  current  facilities  to 
carry  out  more  adequately  the  pur- 
pose of  the  church  in  its  downtown 
location.  Serving  on  this  strategic 
committee  with  Mr.  Miller  were  Ivie 
L.  Clayton,  J.  J.  Combs,  Judson 
Creech,  Gladys  Currin,  Clyde  Eby, 
Mrs.  Carl  Goerch,  William  H.  Simp- 
son, Herbert  Weatherspoon,  Ruth 
Wilson  and  Edgar  M.  Wyatt. 

During  the  Spring  of  1967  the 
book  Tangled  World  by  Roger  Lin- 
coln Shinn  was  being  studied  by  the 
Thursday  morning  Bible  Study  Class 
as  well  as  the  Senior  High  Forum. 
The  book  confronted  the  Christian 
with  problems  of  the  world  in  light  of 
the  Christian  ethic  and  raised  timely- 
questions  about  what  obedience  to 
Christ  means  in  the  life  of  the  Chris- 
tian. It  was  significant  that  both 
youth  and  adults  in  the  congregation 
were  seriously  considering  these 
challenges  as  the  congregation  sought 
to  address  its  purpose  and  take  action 
to  make  its  facility  and  program  ade- 
quate. 

June,  1967  saw  staff  expansion  as 
Mrs.  Jane  Watkins  Sullivan  was 
employed  to  lead  the  senior  choir. 
Harry  Cooper  continued  to  serve  as 


church  organist,  a  position  he  held 
for  25  years.  The  James  Mallorys  ar- 
rived as  he  assumed  the  position  of 
associate  minister  with  specific 
assignments  in  the  youth  program  of 
the  church. 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
Long-Range  Planning  Committee, 
the  church  approved  a  Building  Com- 
mittee in  September,  1967.  J.  J. 
Combs  was  named  chairman  with 
William  B.  Dewar,  James  L.  Norris, 
Edgar  M.  Wyatt,  M.  E.  Valentine, 
Rufus  A.  Hunter,  Charles  D.  Barham 
Jr.,  J.  Everette  Miller,  Mrs.  Carl 
Goerch  and  Mrs.  C.  Gordon  Mad- 
drey  serving  on  the  committee. 

Plans  for  the  new  building  took  an 
additional  step  in  January,  1968,  as 
the  architectural  firm  of  Haskins  and 
Rice  was  retained  to  complete  the 
design  of  the  building.  In  February, 
L.  R.  Harrill  was  named  to  head  the 
Building  Fund  Committee  to  begin 
work  to  carry  out  the  financial  re- 
quirements for  the  building. 

After  18  years  of  service,  Mrs. 
Mary  Frances  Preston  announced  her 
plans  to  retire  in  June,  1968,  from  the 
position  of  Director  of  Education. 
The  church  reluctantly  accepted  her 
resignation  with  appreciation  for  her 
years  of  devoted  service  to  the  Chris- 
tian education  of  children,  youth  and 
adults. 

Ketchum  and  Company,  a  profes- 
sional fund-raising  service,  was 
employed  in  October,  1968,  to  guide 
the  raising  of  the  initial  goal  of  $1 
million  for  the  Building  Fund.  Mar- 
shall Thompson  of  Ketchum  and 
Company  began  his  work  on 
November  11,  1968,  in  the  fund 
drive. 

Changes  were  made  in  the  manner 
of  election,  the  number  and  composi- 
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tion  of  the  diaconate  of  the  church. 
Effective  November,  1968,  the 
number  of  deacons  would  be  reduced 
gradually  to  32  men  and  8  women 
who  would  serve  4-year  terms. 

A  deacon  would  remain  off  the 
board  for  a  full  year  before  being 
eligible  for  election  again.  The  hus- 
band or  wife  of  a  deacon  would  not 
be  eligible  for  election  while  the 
spouse  is  serving.  "Life  Members"  of 
the  deacons  would  be  in  addition  to 
those  elected  to  serve. 

The  Building  Fund  Committee 
recommended,  upon  the  suggestion 
of  Chairman  Harrill,  that  the  follow- 
ing procedure  be  used  in  securing  the 
necessary  funds  for  the  building: 

— Secure  initial  cash  contributions 

— Secure  pledges  for  a  three-year 
period 

— Entire  membership  be  encourag- 
ed to  tithe 

— The  committee  would  determine 
the  amount  of  money  to  be  borrowed 

The  congregation  responded  in  a 


"gratifying  manner"  during  the 
12-week  campaign,  raising  more  than 
$1  million  in  cash  and  pledges. 

With  these  encouraging  devel- 
opments, the  church  conference, 
March,  1969,  authorized  the  Building 
Committee  to  instruct  the  architects 
to  proceed  with  the  preliminary  and 
detailed  plans  for  a  building  with  an 
unfinished  basement,  a  partially 
finished  top  floor  and  minimal  reno- 
vations for  the  sanctuary. 

As  the  progress  on  the  new  building 
unfolded,  a  group  of  concerned 
youth  began  an  in-depth  study  of 
ways  the  church  could  be  more  active- 
ly and  relevantly  involved  in  the  needs 
of  the  community  at  large.  As  a  result 
of  the  informal  meetings,  a  church- 
wide  committee  was  named  to  explore 
these  possibilities.  O.  H.  Dillard  serv- 
ed as  chairman  with  William  Lassiter, 
Ed  Vick,  Mrs.  Raymond  Brown, 
Mrs.  Joe  Elkins,  Mrs.  Carl  Goerch, 
Austin  Lewis  (Youth  Council)  and 
Donna  Crocker  (College  Group).  As 


ALL  AGES— 
First  Baptist 
Church  makes  a 
strong  effort  to 
provide  varied 
ministries  to  all  age 
groups,  including 
playtime  for  the 
children  in  the  In- 
fants and  Toddler 
program. 


a  result  of  this  study,  the  All  Chris- 
tians to  Serve  (ACTS)  Committee  was 
formed. 

Later  in  the  year,  Pastor  Lewis  pro- 
jected and  summarized  the  challenge 
for  the  congregation: 

— 1969 — Year  of  commitment  and 
dedication 

— 1970 — Year  of  construction  and 
sacrifice 

—  1971— Year  of  completion,  re- 
joicing and  expansion 

In  the  January,  1970,  church  con- 
ference, Chairman  J.J.  Combs  of  the 
Building  Committee  reviewed  the 
progress  and  highlights  of  the  two 
and  one-half  year  building  expansion 
program.  Plans  were  ready  for  sub- 
mission to  contractors  for  bids.  The 
church  voted  to  accept  the  building 
plans  as  presented  by  the  architect 
and  estimated  the  cost  at  $1,671,400. 
Pastor  Lewis  pointed  out  that  "an 
historical  decision  had  been  made 
tonight  and  that  the  church  had 
fulfilled  the  major  responsibility  of 
survival." 

Staff  changes  in  March  and  April, 
1970,  included  the  resignation  of 
James  Mallory  as  associate  minister 


of  youth;  a  call  was  extended  to  Hugh 
Kirby  to  become  minister  of  educa- 
tion. Mallory  pursued  additional 
training  in  Clinical  Pastoral  Educa- 
tion. 

Chairman  Combs  reported  to  the 
church  that  the  lowest  bid  received  by 
the  Building  Committee  was 
$1,959,104  for  the  new  facilities.  The 
church  instructed  the  committee  to 
have  the  architects  revise  the  plans  to 
bring  the  cost  to  the  original  estimate 
of  $1,671,400. 

In  May,  1970,  the  ACTS  commit- 
tee, seeking  ways  to  become  more 
vitally  involved  in  the  community, 
presented  its  report  to  the  church.  A 
college  scholarship  of  $500  was  to  be 
awarded  annually  to  a  deserving  reci- 
pient selected  by  the  committee. 
William  Mitchell,  Jr.,  son  of  the 
church  sexton,  was  selected  to  be  the 
first  recipient. 

The  Building  Committee  reworked 
its  plans  and  negotiated  with  the 
lowest  bidder  to  reduce  the  costs. 
Davidson  and  Jones,  Inc.  agreed  to 
construct  the  building  on  the  basis  of 
cost  plus  10  per  cent  with  a 
guaranteed  total  not  to  exceed 
$1,181,000.  Additional  subcontrac- 
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tors  and  architectural  fees  of 
$649,542  would  make  the  total  cost  of 
the  building  $1,830,542. 

On  July  22,  1970,  the  church  con- 
ference approved  the  Building  Com- 
mittee's recommendations,  accepted 
the  bids  as  presented  and  authorized 
the  committee  to  have  the  construc- 
tion begin  as  soon  as  possible.  Dr. 
Lewis  spoke  to  the  church  in  con- 
ference indicating  that  the  future  of 
the  church  was  in  the  balance  and 
that  the  congregation  could  not  af- 
ford to  fail  now  in  carrying  out  God's 
mission  for  First  Baptist  Church.  He 
pointed  out  that  delay  would  only 
add  to  the  cost  and  the  building  was 
necessary  to  carry  out  the  full  mission 
of  the  church.  He  began  the  call  to 
sacrificial  giving  by  increasing  his 
own  pledge  to  the  Building  Fund  by 
$500  and  urged  the  members  to  in- 
crease their  pledges  also. 

The  building  program  got  under- 
way with  church  action  in  August, 
1970,  to  obtain  a  construction  loan  of 
$1.2  million  from  First  Citizens  Bank 
over  a  period  of  24  months. 

Hugh  Kirby  resigned  as  minister  of 
education.  Art  Herron  assumed  his 
responsibilities  as  associate  minister 
with  focus  on  youth  and  began  the  fall 
program  of  activities.  Highlights  of 
1970  included  getting  the  building  pro- 
gram underway,  the  visit  of  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  C.  Winfield  Applewhite  while  on 
furlough  from  their  mission  work  in 
Indonesia,  exceeding  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering  goal,  initiation  of 
the   new   members   reception  and 
broadcasting  the  morning  services  on 
radio  station  WPTF. 

As  1971  began,  members  were  urged 
to   complete   their   pledges   to  the 


Building  Fund  to  avoid  borrowing  ad- 
ditional money  for  construction.  Lou 
Mize  came  as  the  first  full-time  director 
of  music  in  June.  The  church  con- 
ference approved  the  request  of  the 
ACTS  Committee  and  the  deacons  that 
United  Cerebral  Palsy  Association  of 
North  Carolina  be  allowed  to  operate  a 
Day  Care  Center  in  the  new  educa- 
tional building  when  the  facility  was 
completed.  The  church  would  pro- 
vide the  space  and  utilities  for  the 
operation  of  the  Center.  Assuming 
the  building  would  be  ready  for  oc- 
cupancy in  October,  1971,  policies 
were  adopted  in  September  which 
'would  govern  the  use  of  the  new 
facility. 

was  received  for  the  purpose  of 
redecorating  the  church  sanctuary.  A 
special  committee  was  appointed  to 
coordinate  this  project  with  the  work 
of  the  Building  Committee.  Dr.  Ed- 
ward H.  Pruden  chaired  the  committee 
which  consisted  of  Mrs.  William 
Frazier,  Donald  Kline,  Richard  Rice, 
J.  L.  Norris,  Mrs.  George  Pruden  and 
Anna  Riddick. 

The  year  of  1972  was  spent  in  adap- 
ting to  the  new  building,  with  commit- 
tees handling  the  details  of  disposal  of 
furniture  from  the  old  building,  opera- 
tion of  the  church  bus  and  the  manage- 
ment of  the  parking  lot  to  provide 
space  for  church  members  and  revenue 
when  the  lot  was  not  needed  for  church 
events. 

The  thrust  of  the  year  was  to  find 
ways  First  Baptist  Church  could  best 
fulfill  its  ministry  in  the  heart  of  the  ci- 
ty. The  past  five  years  had  been  highly 
significant  in  expansion  and  brought 
the  church  to  the  threshold  of  its 
greatest  era  of  witness  and  ministry. 
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An  Age  of  Fulfillment-1972-1977 


The  enlarged  facilities,  occupied  in 
late  1971,  enabled  the  congregation  to 
concentrate  on  programs,  ministries, 
activities  and  issues.  The  next  few 
years  were  to  see  the  rapid  expansion 
of  all  dimensions  of  the  church's  life. 

Expansion  of  parking  areas  was  a 
part  of  this  era.  Growth  had  made  it 
necessary  to  acquire  additional  park- 
ing space.  Agreements  were  entered 
into  with  the  State  of  North  Carolina 
to  make  maximum  use  of  all  areas 
near  the  church. 

April  30,  1972,  was  declared  "Ellen 
Brewer  Day"  in  Sunday  School, 
honoring  the  lady  who  had  served  55 
years  as  director  and  teacher  in  the 
Beginner  Department.  Although  she 
was  unable  to  lead  her  department 
because  of  arthritis,  she  continued  to 
maintain  contacts  with  the  children 
by  mail. 

Broadus  E.  Jones,  pastor  of  the 
church  from  1943  to  1960,  died  in  late 
June  of  1972. 

Through  the  years,  First  Baptist 
has  been  blessed  with  many  talented 
young  people  and  sought  to  en- 
courage them  in  their  commitment  to 
Christian  living  and  service.  In  the 
newsletter  of  July  23,  1972,  a  special 
tribute  was  paid  to  the  youth  for  their 
involvement  in  so  many  "servant- 
hood"  projects  for  others. 

First  Baptist  has  always  been  com- 
mitted to  and  supportive  of  the 
denomination  at  local,  state  and  na- 
tional levels.  The  church  supported 
the  campaign  lauched  in  1972,  known 
as  "Together  We  Advance,"  which 
challenged  the  churches  to  realize  a 
ten  per  cent  increase  in  baptisms. 
Sunday  School  enrollment,  gifts 
through  the  Cooperative  Program  for 
world  missions  and  gifts  to  local  mis- 
sions. The  church  voted  to  participate 
in  the  Billy  Graham  Crusade  for  the 
Triangle  in  1973. 


Renovation  of  the  sanctuary  was 
completed  in  March,  1973 — the 
church  had  been  holding  two  worship 
services  each  Sunday  morning  in  the 
Fellowship  Hall  of  the  new  educa- 
tional building  during  the  renova- 
tion—and Palm  Sunday,  April  15, 
was  a  memorable  day.  Dedication  of 
the  Fellowship  Hall  took  place  at 
10:00  a.m.  and  the  congregation  mar- 
ched into  the  sanctuary  afterward, 
carrying  palm  branches  and  singing, 
"Forward  Through  the  Ages."  The 
dedicatory  services  included  a 
rededication  of  the  renovated  sanc- 
tuary and  the  church  membership.  At 
the  conclusion  of  the  services,  a 
reception  was  held  for  the  James  C. 
Long  Family.  He  had  joined  the  staff 
in  March,  1973,  as  director  of  educa- 
tion and  administration. 

The  commitment  to  ministry  in  the 
downtown  area  gained  another  boost 
when  ACTS  Committee  recommend- 
ed and  the  church  approved  the 
establishment  of  a  "crisis  closet"  in 
the  area  of  the  kitchen  in  the  old 
fellowship  hall  under  the  sanctuary. 
The  Junior  and  Senior  High  Forums 
were  urged  to  assist  in  the  ACTS 
ministry  to  persons  in  need  by  prepar- 
ing the  space  for  the  crisis  closet. 

Joseph  J.  Combs,  chairman  of  the 
Building  Committee,  gave  a  summary 
of  the  committee's  work  from  its  in- 
ception on  October  10,  1967,  to  the 
final  meeting  on  June  19,  1973.  The 
committee  had: 

— met  53  times 
—spent  $1,872,819  on  pro- 
jects 

— contracted  with  Davidson 
and  Jones,  Inc.,  for 
$1,220,364  but  had  paid 
$1,189,509  for  the  total 
bill 
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The  Education  Building  viewed  from  Salisbury  Street 


The  Building  Committee  was 
discharged  with  "sincere  appreciation 
for  a  job  well  done." 

Since  all  of  the  space  in  the  new 
building  was  not  being  used  by  the 
Celebral  Palsy  Developmental  Center 
and  the  Mothers'  Day  Out  Program, 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  explore 
the  possibility  of  a  day-care  program. 
The  result  of  this  committee's  work 
was  the  approval  of  the  Infant- 
Toddler  Center,  which  began  opera- 
tions on  September  1,  1975. 

Larry  Padgett,  a  seminary  student 
whose  family  was  a  member  of  the 
church,  was  ordained  to  the  ministry 
on  August  26,  1973.  He  had  been  call- 
ed as  pastor  of  the  Community  Bap- 
tist Church,  Wake  Forest. 

As  part  of  the  expanded  parking  ef- 
forts, the  Rogers  property,  lying  just 
west  of  the  new  educational  building, 
was  acquired  in  September,  1973.  The 
purchase  price  of  this  long-desired 
property  was  $352,800  and  it  increas- 
ed the  church  debt  to  $1,141,000.  The 
church  later  sold  the  Bradshaw  pro- 
perty (located  on  the  north  side  of 
Edenton  Street)  to  the  State  for 
$433,225  with  Sunday  parking 
privileges  retained. 


Lou  Mize  resigned  as  director  of 
music  and  Mrs.  William  B.  (Delores) 
Frazier  was  named  interim,  and  later, 
music  director.  Harry  Cooper, 
organist  for  25  years,  announced  his 
retirement  for  September  1,  1973. 
The  church  named  him  Organist 
Emeritus.  Patricia  Green  Long  was 
named  interim,  and  later,  organist. 

While  much  time  and  energy  was 
given  to  the  rapidly  expanding 
facilities  and  activities  of  the  church, 
the  congregation  did  not  neglect  its 
relationships  with  other  churches 
near  Capitol  Square.  Joint  services 
were  held  on  various  occasions  with 
First  Presbyterian,  Edenton  Street 
Methodist  and  First  (Black)  Baptist 
Churches. 

A  major  Capital  Fund  Campaign 
was  launched  in  December,  1973, 
with  Ivie  L.  Clayton  and  James  L. 
Purser  serving  as  co-chairmen  of  the 
committee.  A  goal  was  set  "to  make 
our  church  debt-free."  More  than 
$548,000  was  pledged  in  the  cam- 
paign. The  John  Lewises  moved  into 
their  own  home  and  the  parsonage 
was  sold  for  $57,500.  The  sale  of  the 
Bradshaw  property  ($433,225)  enabl- 
ed the  church  to  put  together  more 
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than  $1  million  toward  its  debt  which 
had  reached  $1,141,000. 

The  church  focused  attention  on 
the  need  for  improved  racial  relations 
in  America  and  celebrated  the 
Bicentennial  of  the  nation  through 
many  special  events  with  guest 
speakers.  Attention  was  given  to  the 
responsibilities  of  Christian  citizens 
and  their  role  in  making  America  a 
more  just  and  sensitive  nation  to  all 
peoples. 

The  church  continued  to  focus  at- 
tention on  world  missions,  the  deaf 
and  those  in  need,  at  home  and 
abroad.  Although  the  physical 
facilities  of  the  church  had  been 
greatly  enlarged  and  improved  in  the 
last  decade,  including  the  completion 


of  the  third  floor  of  the  new  educa- 
tion building  at  a  cost  of  $145,860 
and  the  construction  of  the  canopy 
over  the  west  entrance  at  a  cost  of 
$10,078,  First  Baptist  continued  to 
put  people  above  material  things! 
Facilities  had  enabled  ministries  and 
witness  to  increase. 

Having  spent  many  years  in  plann- 
ing and  completing  the  vast  expan- 
sion of  facilities  and  programs,  and 
desirous  of  truly  fulfilling  the  role  of 
"keepers  of  the  dream,"  of  providing 
an  effective  Christian  witness  through 
the  church,  the  congregation  held  a 
"Church  Renewal"  weekend  in 
March,  1977.  The  program  was  led  by 
Findley  B.  Edge,  a  faculty  member 
from  the  Southern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  Louisville. 


Deepening,  Lengthening— 1977-1982 


To  commemorate  the  165th  an- 
niversary of  the  church,  in  March, 
1977,  the  congregation  held  a  joint 
service  with  First  Baptist,  Wilm- 
ington Street,  and  invited  William 
Jones,  Jr.,  pastor  of  the  Bethany 
Baptist  Church,  Brooklyn,  New 
York,  to  be  the  guest  speaker. 

A  special  day  of  prayer  was  held  on 
March  8,  the  exact  165th  anniversary 
with  Dr.  Edward  H.  Pruden,  retired 
pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church, 
Washington,  D„  C,  and  Dr.  John  M. 
Lewis,  as  featured  speakers. 

These  activities  were  part  of  the 
special  emphasis  of  renewal  during 
the  month  of  March  which  included 
the  services  mentioned  above  with 
Dr.  Edge  as  the  guest  speaker. 


Launched  this  month  also  was  the 
Deacon  Family  Ministry  Plan.  Each 
deacon  was  assigned  15  families  or  in- 
dividuals. Before  Easter,  600  visits 
were  made  in  homes  where  a  copy  of 
the  Easter  Devotional  book  was  left. 
Michele  Hall  was  elected  the  first 
assistant  minister  for  childhood 
education  in  April,  1977.  James  C. 
Long,  associate  minister  for  educa- 
tion and  administration,  was  ordain- 
ed by  the  church  on  September  11, 
1977. 

The  constitution  was  amended  to 
increase  the  size  of  the  Board  of 
Deacons  with  more  women  elected  to 
this  ministry  of  the  church.  The 
change  read: 
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"Beginning  in  1978  the 
size  of  the  Board  of  Deacons 
shall  be  gradually  increased 
from  32  men  and  8  women  to 
32  men  and  16  women. 
Beginning  in  November, 
1977,  8  men  and  4  women 
shall  be  elected  for  a  4-year 
term." 

Other  revisions  in  the  constitution 
and  bylaws  were  made  upon  recom- 
mendation of  the  special  committee 
studying  them.  The  major  change  was 
to  rearrange  church  committees  to 
obtain  more  input  from  the  congrega- 
tion into  the  church  programs  and 
ministry.  Changes  made  in  the 
deacon  structure  provided  for  active 
deacons — those  with  a  current  term 
of  service — and  auxiliary 
deacons — those  whose  term  had  ex- 
pired. Auxiliary  deacons  have  no  vote 
in  deacon  deliberations  but  may  be 
called  upon  to  perform  all  other  func- 
tions of  the  deaconship. 

The  establishment  of  six  commis- 
sions to  effect  the  ministry  of  the 
church  was  also  approved.  The  intent 
was  to  provide  a  procedure  for  deter- 
mining the  annual  goals  and  objec- 
tives of  the  church's  ministry.  The 
commissions  meet  at  least  twice  each 
year  in  fulfillment  of  their  assigned 
responsibilities,  reporting  to  the 
church  council  and/or  church  con- 
ference as  need  may  require.  The 
commissions  are:  (1)  Worship,  (2) 
Christian  Education,  (3)  Mission  and 
Witness,  (4)  Social  Ministries,  (5) 
Church  Administration,  and  (6) 
Fellowship. 

Staff  changes  in  this  period  includ- 
ed the  resignation  of  Dolores  Frazier 
after  five  years  of  service  in  which  she 
had  developed  a  graded  choir  pro- 
gram. In  July,  1978,  the  church 
elected  Paul  Smith  to  be  the  first 
minister  of  music.  He  came  to  the 
post  from  Citadel  Square  Baptist 
Church,  Charleston,  South  Carolina. 
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Summer  prayer  meeting  discussion 
groups  and  other  meetings  produced 
a  growing  sense  of  need  for  a  deepen- 
ing spiritual  commitment  which  could 
be  translated  into  more  effective  ac- 
tion. 

In  rapid  succession,  the  church 
took  steps  to  implement  this  desire. 
In  October,  1978,  a  series  of  renewal 
services  was  held,  led  by  Dr.  John 
Claypool,  pastor  of  the  Northminster 
Baptist  Church,  Jackson,  Mississippi. 
Earlier  in  the  year,  General  Secretary 
Cecil  A.  Ray  of  the  Baptist  State 
Convention  had  outlined  Bold  Mis- 
sion Thrust  to  the  congregation.  Don 
Kline  accepted  the  chairmanship  of 
the  Bold  Missions  Task  Force. 

In  November,  a  Bold  Mission  pro- 
ject developed  for  the  cooperative 
support  of  a  new  church  in  West 
Monmouth,  New  Jersey.  Several 
needs  were  projected:  Contributions 
to  assist  the  building  program;  lay 
people  and  youth  to  present  pro- 
grams; and  a  pastors'  Bible  study 
with  Dr.  Lewis  leading  the  workshop 
in  New  York. 

As  chairman  of  the  Bold  Missions 
Task  Force,  Don  Kline  sought  to  in- 
volve the  whole  congregation  in  the 
project.  He  stimulated  the  church  to 
consider  what  should  be  done  and  to 
make  an  in-depth  analysis  of  the  role 
of  the  state  and  national  conventions 
in  this  effort.  He  urged  consideration 
of  the  needs  of  individual  church 
members,  the  church  as  an  institu- 
tion, the  city  of  Raleigh,  the  state  of 
North  Carolina  and  the  whole  world. 

The  church  took  a  look  at  the 
aspects  of  worship,  education, 
evangelism  and  local,  state  and  world 
missions.  The  task  force  committee 
was  to  determine  the  most  critical 
issues  to  be  met  in  the  1980s  and  point 
out  solutions  and  establish  some 
milestones  for  guidance. 

The  committee  of  19  went  to  work. 
They  sorted  the  assignment  according 


to  the  church's  six  commissions.  They 
met  with  the  deacons  in  a  retreat  at 
Camp  Caraway.  They  reported  to  the 
congregation  and  gave  opportunity 
for  response  and  reaction  to  the  ideas 
and  proposals.  A  questionnaire  was 
distributed  to  the  congregation  and 
the  responses  constituted  a  statement 
of  needs  which  were  assigned  to  the 
six  commissions.  By  May,  1979,  these 
needs  were  reported  to  the  deacons. 

The  committee  next  established  the 
goals  which  would  help  meet  the 
needs  and  finally,  strategies  were 
developed  to  implement  the  goals. 
The  final  report  was  made  to  the  con- 
gregation, in  the  form  of  a  brochure 
presented  on  Sunday,  January  6, 
1980,  in  a  service  of  rededication. 

The  impressive  service  of  rededica- 
tion was  divided  into  six  parts,  each 
one  representing  the  respective  com- 
mission within  the  church  plan  of 
ministry  and  witness.  The  needs, 
goals  and  strategies  for  each  commis- 
sion were  listed  in  six  brochures.  The 
service  closed  with  a  celebration  of 
the  Lord's  Supper. 

Today,  many  of  those  goals  have 
been  implemented  and  are  a  part  of 


the  church's  weekly  witness  and 
ministry.  Those  that  have  already 
been  realized  are  the  Masterlife  pro- 
gram, enlarged  ministry  to  Interna- 
tionals, a  home  for  missionaries  on 
furlough,  clothes  closet,  and  sponsor- 
ship of  a  new  church  in  Northwest 
Raleigh — a  major  endeavor  which 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  the  Greystone 
Baptist  Church. 

Other  events  and  actions  in  1979  in- 
cluded the  15th  annual  convention  of 
the  N.  C.  Christian  Association  of  the 
Deaf  held  in  First  Baptist  Church. 
Carlos  and  Margaret  Vidal,  members 
of  the  church  while  he  was  a  seminary 
student,  moved  to  Norfolk,  Virginia, 
to  do  catalytic  mission  work  under 
the  auspices  of  the  SBC  Home  Mis- 
sion Board.  Jim  Hamrick,  Jr.  went  to 
Japan  as  a  missionary  under  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Far  Eastern  Gospel 
Crusade.  In  the  July  church  con- 
ference, the  Lewises  were  granted  a 
six-month  sabbatical  in  1980  as  part 
of  the  20th  anniversary  of  their 
ministry. 

The  sabbatical  for  the  Lewises 
began  on  February  24,  1980.  They 
traveled  in  Egypt  and  Greece,  then 


DEAF  MINISTR  Y—One  of  the  exciting  programs  to  persons  with  special  needs  is 
the  ministry  to  the  deaf,  led  by  Patrick  Bryant  (right)  assistant  minister. 
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went  to  England  for  three  months. 
Dr.  Lewis  attended  lectures  at 
Regent's  Park  College  at  Oxford 
University  and  exchanged  pulpits 
with  the  Reverend  Gethin  Abraham 
Williams  at  Sutton  Baptist  Church, 
near  London. 

A  special  focus  on  the  20-year- 
ministry  of  the  Lewises  at  First  Bap- 
tist began  in  late  January  and  ended 
in  February.  A  Wednesday  evening 
program  was  devoted  to  "20  Years 
Through  the  Eyes  of  Our  Children." 
On  Sunday,  February  3,  there  was  a 


INFANTS  AND  TODDLERS— 
One  of  the  vital  ministries  provided 
by  the  church  is  a  daily  program  of 
caring  for  infants  and  toddlers  while 
their  parents  are  working.  The  church 
provides  the  space  for  the  program. 
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special  recognition  of  the  pastor  and 
his  family  with  Dr.  Lewis  preaching, 
the  Lord's  Supper  and  a  tribute  to  the 
Lewises  by  Charles  Barham,  chair- 
man of  the  deacons. 

In  his  remarks,  Mr.  Barham  said, 
"With  the  necessary  refurbishment 
and  expansion  of  our  physical 
facilities  completed,  we  are  now 
ready  under  Dr.  Lewis'  guidance  to 
apply  time,  talent  and  treasure  in  new 
directions  in  the  decade  ahead  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  recently  adopted 
'Bold  Discipleship  Program'." 

In  June,  Pastor  Williams,  his  wife, 
Denise,  and  their  8-month-old  child, 
Owain,  arrived  from  Sutton, 
England,  for  their  month-long  pulpit 
exchange  at  First  Baptist,  Raleigh. 
They  were  guests  of  the  church  and 
lived  in  the  Lewis  home. 

The  ACTS  Committee  recom- 
mended co-sponsoring  a  Southeast 
Asian  family  for  a  five-month  period. 
The  motion  was  approved  as  the 
church  took  another  step  to  minister 
to  the  growing  number  of  Interna- 
tionals in  the  area. 

In  September,  1980,  the  church 
voted  one  of  the  most  innovative  and 
unique  schedules  of  a  basic  Baptist 
program  ever  to  be  done  by  a  con- 
gregation. The  major  shift  was  to 
take  Sunday  evening  programs  and 
put  them  immediately  after  a  light 
lunch  on  Sunday  afternoon.  The 
original  motivation  was  to  conserve 
energy  by  not  having  to  heat  or  cool 
the  facilities  on  Sunday  evening,  but 
the  arrangement  proved  so  popular 
and  well-attended  that  the  arrange- 
ment was  kept.  Today,  Raleigh  First 
Baptist  may  be  the  only  church  in 
North  Carolina  which  has  finished  its 
Church  Training  by  2:00  p.m.  Sun- 
day! 

A  special  dedication  service  ot 
music  was  scheduled  October  26, 
1980,  to  celebrate  the  gift  of  an  an- 
tiphonal  organ  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T. 
A.  Upchurch.  Minister  of  Music  Paul 


Smith  arranged  a  program  which  in- 
cluded Patricia  G.  Long,  organist; 
guest  soloist  James  Piver,  tenor; 
Jeanie  Helms,  mezzo;  Jeannie  Jor- 
dan, soprano;  and  Tommie  Davis, 
Mezzo  soprano. 

A  multitude  of  recognitions  and 
resignations  characterized  1981.  Marc 
Mullinax  was  recommended  to 
Southeastern  Seminary  following  his 
two  years  as  a  journeyman  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board. 

Timothy  K.  Norman,  associate 
minister  for  youth,  resigned  to 
become  pastor  of  the  Ginter  Park 
Baptist  Church,  Richmond,  Virginia. 
Hubert  H.  Welch,  Jr.  was  named 
assistant  minister  in  charge  of  youth, 
especially  working  with  grades  seven 
through  college  age.  Michele  Hall 
Trogden  resigned  as  assistant  minister 
of  childhood  education.  The  Liv- 
ingston Johnson  Bible  Class  held  its 
fiftieth  anniversary  banquet  in  the 
Fellowship  Hall  April  6,  1981,  with  a 
program  dedicated  to  Dr.  Mary 
Lynch  Johnson,  who  organized  the 
class  in  1931. 

In  March,  1981,  Deacon  Chairman 
Charles  Barham  reported  that  the 
scholarship  committee  had  recom- 
mended the  seminary  scholarship  to 
be  named  the  "J.  Clyde  Turner 
Scholarship"  in  honor  of  the  former 
pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church, 
Greensboro,  and  a  member  of  First 
Baptist,  Raleigh,  in  his  retirement 


years.  The  church  also  established 
two  scholarships  for  students  at 
Southeastern  Seminary  in  memory  of 
Dr.  S.  L.  Stealy  and  Dr.  Jesse 
Weatherspoon. 

ter  part  of  the  year  included  Robert 
Bratcher,  distinguished  translator  of 
Good  News  for  Modern  Man  who 
spoke  on  "The  Meaning  of  the  Bible 
as  the  Word  of  God,"  and  John  W. 
Drakeford,  professor  of  psychology 
and  counseling  at  Southwestern 
Seminary,  and  his  wife  who  led  a  con- 
ference on  Family  Life  Enrichment. 
Dr.  G.  Hinton  Davies,  distinguished 
Old  Testament  scholar  and  former 
principal  of  Regent's  Park  College, 
Oxford,  England,  conducted  Bible 
studies  on  several  occasions. 

The  election  of  officers  for  the 
deacons  in  1982  produced  another 
"first"  in  the  life  of  the  church. 
Caralie  Brown  was  the  first  woman 
elected  chairman.  In  1978,  Jane 
Purser  had  been  elected  vice- 
chairman,  the  first  woman  to  ever 
serve  in  that  capacity. 

Various  speakers  in  1982  included 
John  I  Durham  and  Olin  T.  Binkley 
of  Southeastern  Seminary  and  Sara 
Ann  Hobbs,  director  of  missions  for 
the  Baptist  State  Convention. 

Any  analysis  of  these  five  years 
clearly  reveals  the  focus  was  on  Bold 
Mission  Thrust  with  the  church  tak- 
ing seriously  its  reponsibility  to  share 
Christ  with  every  person  by  the  end  of 
this  century. 
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A  \ew  Day- 1982-1987 


In  February  of  1983.  the  Commis- 
sion on  Mission  and  Witness  recom- 
mended to  the  church  conference  that 
First  Baptist  sponsor  the  organization 
of  a  new  church  in  northwestern 
Wake  County.  This  recommendation 
was  approved  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

It  was  further  recommended  that 
Dr.  John  M.  Lewis  and  Albert 
Haskins.  chairman  of  the  deacons, 
appoint  a  steering  committee  to 
oversee  and  develop  a  plan  for  the 
sponsorship  in  conjunction  with  the 
Raleigh  Baptist  Association.  This 
recommendation  was  also 
unanimously  approved. 

Associational  leadership  asked  the 
church  to  make  a  commitment  of 
S5.0O0  to  S10.000  per  year  for  two 
years  and  ask  ten  families  from  the 
church  to  act  as  a  support  group  to 


get  the  new  church  underway.  This 
decision  was  to  have  far-reaching 
results. 

In  other  events  in  1983,  James  C. 
Long  was  recognized  for  his  ten  years 
of  service  as  minister  of  education 
and  administration  with  a  farewell 
reception  at  the  end  of  his  service  to 
the  church. 

Pastor  John  M.  Lewis  recommend- 
ed that  S500  be  contributed  to  SBC 
Today,  a  new  publication  begun 
because  of  the  crisis  in  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention.  The  recommen- 
dation was  approved. 

Sonia  Moore,  chairman  of  the  Mis- 
sion Action  Committee  of  Baptist 
Women,  requested  that  the  church 
establish  a  Clothes  Closet  in  coopera- 
tion with  Wake  County  Social  Ser- 
vices. The  request  was  passed  to  the 


FOOD  BAXK — Sonia  Moore,  a  church  member  w  ho  volunteers  her  rime  to  w  ork 

in  the  Clothes  Closet  and  Food  Bank,  lists  foods  available  as  Paul  Smith,  minister  of 
music,  looks  on. 
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The  Education  Building  viewed  from  Eden  ton  Street 


Church  Properties  Committee  and 
the  Finance  Committee  who  gave 
their  approval.  The  Clothes  Closet 
became  a  reality  in  the  summer  of 
1983  and  has  operated  continuously 
at  least  two  days  per  week  since  that 
time,  helping  hundreds  of  families. 
The  church  also  began  the  Food  Bank 
Ministry  to  help  needy  families. 

Lloyd  E.  Welch,  Jr.,  was  named 
associate  minister  in  charge  of  educa- 
tion and  administration.  He  began  his 
work  in  September,  1983. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Turlington, 
missionaries  to  the  Philippines,  oc- 
cupied a  home  that  had  been  rented 
for  them  by  the  church  while  they 
were  on  furlough.  This  was  the  first 
experience  which  the  church  had  with 
missionaries  in  residence.  A  request 
was  received  for  housing  in  1984  from 
Gary  and  Evelyn  Harthcock,  former 
members  of  the  church  who  were  mis- 
sionaries to  Antigua  in  the  British 
West  Indies. 

The  Commission  on  Mission  and 
Witness  recommended  the  establish- 
ment of  a  non-profit  corporation  for 
the  purpose  of  creating  and  maintain- 
ing a  missionary  home  for  those  on 
furlough  to  use.  The  corporation  was 
chartered  April  14,  1982. 


Gary  and  Carolyn  Swafford,  and 
daughters,  Teresa  and  Angie  of 
Malawi,  West  Africa,  were  mission- 
aries in  residence  in  1985-86.  Mary  Jo 
and  Steve  Cooke,  missionaries  to 
Chile,  arrived  in  August,  1986,  to  live 
in  the  missionary  residence  while  on 
furlough. 

Changes  were  made  in  the  constitu- 
tion regarding  the  election  of 
deacons.  If  a  vacancy  occurs  among 
the  active  deacons,  the  chairman  shall 
appoint  an  auxiliary  deacon  to  serve 
until  the  end  of  the  current  year. 

Joy  Crutchfield  Hager,  a  graduate 
of  Southern  Seminary  who  grew  up  in 
First  Baptist,  was  ordained  by  the 
church. 

The  new  mission  church  in  nor- 
thwest Wake  County  was  emerging. 
In  June,  Caralie  Brown  reported  that 
two  meetings  had  been  held  in 
preparation  for  the  establishment  of 
the  church.  Members  of  First  Baptist 
who  had  indicated  an  interest  in  star- 
ting the  new  church  were:  Jud  and  Jo 
Ellen  Ammons,  Jeff  Amons,  Caralie 
Brown,  Nina  and  Douglas  Cole, 
Becky  Cole,  Laura  Cole,  Wayne  and 
Jeannie  Jordan,  Becky  Long,  James 
C.  Long,  Bernard  and  Rose  Parker, 
Betsy  Phillips,  John  Phillips,  Robert 
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and  Jo  Ellen  Stewart,  Bill  and  Eileen 
Trawick,  and  Scott  Wilkinson. 

First  services  at  Greystone  were 
held  at  Ravenscroft  School  in 
September,  1983,  with  Dr.  Thomas 
Bland,  professor  at  Southeastern 
Seminary,  serving  as  the  mission 
pastor. 

In  February,  1984,  the  following 
status  report  was  made  from  the 
Greystone  Chapel: 

1 .  The  Site  Selection  committee  has 
made  a  recommendation  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  property  on  which  the 
church  will  be  located. 

2.  The  Search  Committee  for  a 
pastor  is  continuing  to  interview  can- 
didates for  the  pastoral  position. 

A  report  to  the  church  conference 
in  May,  1984,  gave  an  insight  into  the 
rapid  development  of  the  growing 
congregation  at  Greystone.  The  Sun- 
day School  was  making  excellent  pro- 
gress under  the  leadership  of  Robert 


Stewart;  the  Youth  Program  was 
rapidly  developing  under  Wayne  Jor- 
dan and  the  outreach  program  was  at- 
tracting new  members  under  the 
leadership  of  Caralie  Brown. 

Bernard  Parker,  chairman  of  the 
deacons  at  Greystone  reported  to  the 
congregation  that  Dr.  Alan  Sasser, 
pastor  of  the  Viewmont  Baptist 
Church,  Hickory,  North  Carolina, 
had  been  called  as  the  first  pastor  of 
the  growing  congregation. 

In  June,  1984,  a  request  came  from 
Greystone  Chapel  that  it  be  con- 
stituted into  a  self-supporting  church. 
The  request  was  granted  and  Pastor 
Alan  Sasser  of  Greystone  expressed 
his  appreciation  for  the  support  of 
the  mother  church — First  Baptist. 

Meanwhile,  back  at  First  Baptist 
Church,  improvements  were  being 
considered.  Haskins  and  Rice  Ar- 
chitectural Firm  was  asked  to  draw 
up  plans  for  a  Bride's  Room  and  for 


CLOTHES  CLOSET — An  important  ministry  to  persons  in  need  is  the  Clothes 
Closet  where  more  than  50  people  have  come  in  a  day  to  obtain  good  clothing 
donated  by  members  of  the  church. 
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steps  to  go  from  the  back  of  the  sanc- 
tuary to  the  ground  floor.  A  cost 
estimate  of  $14,000  was  received 
from  Edwards  and  Son.  The  con- 
gregation voted  in  April,  1984,  that 
the  renovations  be  carried  out.  Other 
features  in  the  renovation  program 
included  smoke  detectors,  encap- 
sulate asbestos  fire  proofing,  carpet 
replacement  and  renovation  of  the 
storage  area  in  the  Pre-School  Divi- 
sion. 

Kay  Huggins  was  named  the  coor- 
dinator of  the  volunteers  for  the  Ur- 
ban Ministry  Shelter.  He  recommend- 
ed that  the  church  participate  in  the 
overflow  ministry  for  the  Ark  Shelter 
since  the  need  in  downtown  Raleigh 
was  exceeding  the  capacity  of  the 
facilities  at  the  Ark.  First  Baptist, 


STREET  PEOPLE— In  coopera- 
tion with  other  downtown  churches, 
Eirst  Baptist  provides  warm  and 
secure  places  to  sleep  for  the  many 
"Street  People"  in  our  city. 


along  with  other  downtown  churches, 
established  a  rotating  system  whereby 


each  church  would  provide  shelter 
one  month  for  the  overflow  at  the 
Ark.  The  motion  was  passed  and  the 
ministry  began  on  February  24,  1985, 
under  the  direction  of  Paul  Romeo. 

The  Church  Council  recommended 
that  a  Children's  Planning  Council  be 
instituted  and  the  by-laws  were 
modified  to  enable  the  action. 

Mary  Beachler  was  named  church 
hostess  to  succeed  Fran  Newby  in 
January,  1985.  The  church  voted  to 
participate  in  the  "Good  News, 
America"  revivals  to  be  held  simul- 
taneously with  other  churches  of  the 
association  in  the  spring  of  1986. 

The  death  of  Jean  Morris  Lewis, 
wife  of  the  senior  minister,  on  March 
27,  1985,  brought  great  sorrow  to  the 
church  family  since  she  had  been  so 
much  a  part  of  the  life  of  the  church 
for  25  years.  A  memorial  service  was 
held  Saturday,  March  30,  in  the 
church  sanctuary  with  Dr.  Morris 
Ashcraft  and  Dr.  Elmo  Scoggin,  both 
of  Southeastern  Seminary  and  both 
members  of  First  Baptist  Church,  of- 
ficiating. Because  of  Jean's  great  love 
for  the  Hebrew  language,  Dr.  Scog- 
gin did  part  of  the  service  in  Hebrew, 
including  a  prayer. 

Bert  Welch  resigned  as  youth 
minister  in  May,  1985,  in  order  to 
assume  a  similiar  position  with  the 
First  Baptist  Church,  Winston- 
Salem.  Kimberly  Lee,  a  native  of 
Raleigh  and  a  graduate  of 
Southeastern  Seminary,  was  elected 
later  in  the  year  to  succeed  Bert 
Welch. 

Jean  Gupton,  church  secretary  for 
27  years,  resigned  in  1986  to  become 
editorial  assistant  at  the  Biblical 
Recorder  on  September  15,  1986.  She 
was  honored  and  recognized  for  her 
long  and  devoted  service  to  the  con- 
gregation. 

Mary  Frances  Preston,  director  of 
education  for  18  years  until  her  retire- 
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ment  in  1968,  died  in  November, 
1986.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  church  sanctuary  with  Pastor 
John  M.  Lewis  and  Dr.  W.  W. 
Finlator,  retired  pastor  of  Pullen 
Memorial  Baptist  Church,  of- 
ficiating. 

Mark  Fleming  was  endorsed  by  the 
church  as  he  applied  for  admission  to 
the  seminary  study  program.  A  report 
was  given  at  the  June  conference 


regarding  the  Major  Renovation 
Campaign  which  was  chaired  by  Ed 
Vick  and  Jane  Purser.  The  campaign 
had  raised  $93,825  and  additional 
gifts  had  brought  the  total  to 
$120,000. 

A  long-range  planning  committee 
was  named.  It  adopted  the  name 
"Future  Focus  of  First  Baptist"  and 
is  chaired  by  Kay  Huggins  as  the 
church  analyzes  and  plans  for  its 
ministry  for  the  future. 
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Epilogue 


What  of  tomorrow,  First  Baptist 
Church? 

We  have  paused  to  remember  the 
past  with  a  deep  sense  of  apprecia- 
tion. Those  who  went  before  us  have 
left  a  rich  and  rewarding  legacy  of 
faith,  but  it  remains  for  us  to  address 
the  future  in  order  that  that  which 
was  so  nobly  begun,  so  faithfully 
maintained,  so  sacrificially  loved, 
shall  be  greater  tomorrow  than  it  was 
yesterday. 

The  celebration  of  175  years  of 
witness  and  ministry  in  North 
Carolina's  Capital  City  coincides 
with  the  retirement  of  our  beloved 
pastor,  John  M.  Lewis. 

What  of  tomorrow,  First  Baptist? 

We  face  the  search  for  a  new  senior 
minister  to  lead  us.  There  is  a  rapidly 


changing  city  to  serve  and  win  to 
Christ.  The  population  explosion  of 
the  Triangle  places  as  many  as  one 
million  persons  within  the  reach  and 
voice  of  our  church  by  the  21st  Cen- 
tury. The  increased  pluralism  and 
secularism  of  our  society  demands 
fresh  and  innovative  methods  to 
share  the  Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ. 
The  task  is  great;  there  is  no  indica- 
tion it  will  be  easy. 

What  of  tomorrow?  As  we  mark  a 
major  milestone  in  the  history  of  our 
church,  let  the  devotion  and  commit- 
ment of  the  past  flow  to  this  genera- 
tion that  the  next  25  years,  looking  to 
the  Bicentennial  of  First  Baptist 
Church,  shall  be  greater  and  more 
rewarding  than  any  similar  period  in 
the  last  175  years. 
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